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Allen to MDOT: ‘Leave the bridge alone’ 
 

LANSING – State Sen. Jason Allen, R-Traverse City, expressed major concern at an apparent 
power grab by the Michigan Department of Transportation. 
 
“The Granholm administration continues to demonstrate a disregard for the citizens of northern 
Michigan,” Allen said. “Usurping the Mackinac Bridge Authority is just one more blow to 
northern Michigan and the Upper Peninsula, adding to the list of proposals to eliminate our voice 
and send our money downstate.” 
 
The history of the Mackinac Bridge Authority predates the existence of the bridge itself. 
Originally created under Public Act 21 of 1950 to study the feasibility of constructing a bridge to 
cross the Straits of Mackinac, the Mackinac Bridge Authority has since managed the operation 
and maintenance of the bridge, including the capacity to set toll rates. 
 
“I am deeply troubled by the executive branch’s constant challenge to the Authority regarding 
functions they have carried out for decades,” Allen said. “The Mackinac Bridge Authority has 
overseen the construction and operation of the Mackinac Bridge since its inception and for more 
than 50 years the authority has done an exemplary job in caring for the Mighty Mac and keeping 
it a northern Michigan and state treasure.” 
 
The department based their takeover on attorney general opinions issued in the mid-60s. The 
opinions note that while the authority was given autonomy under the original legislation, it can be 
inferred that the Executive Organization Act of 1965 would have brought the authority under the 
purview of the Michigan Department of Transportation (then called the Highway Department) 
even though no reference to the authority existed in the act. 
 
“I have serious reservations about the process used by the Department of Transportation to 
takeover the functions of the Mackinac Bridge Authority,” Allen said. “The department has 
repeatedly worked in an adversarial fashion to remove the authority’s ability to operate the 
bridge. The actions by the department to purposefully withhold from the Authority what attorney 
general opinions they are using to takeover these functions – opinions that are of the public 
domain – are egregious.” 
 
Allen will be studying the attorney general opinions, and if necessary, will introduce legislation to 
restore the Mackinac Bridge Authority’s ability to operate and manage the bridge. 
 

(More) 
 



 
 
“To remove the Authority’s oversight of this bridge and bring it under the wing of the 
Department of Transportation is a grievous mistake,” Allen added. “If the governor truly believes 
that the Mackinac Bridge is a treasure, she should leave it to the folks who are responsible for 
making it that way, the Mackinac Bridge Authority.” 
 

### 
 

Editor’s note: Comments from Sen. Allen may be downloaded tomorrow from the Michigan 
Senate Republican Majority audiowire at: 
http://www.senate.michigan.gov/gop/audiowire/allen/index.htm.  
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